berg, and will present further empirical work on India in the near future.
Another clash of opinion has turned on differing approaches to recognition of a class. Manfred Halpern winds up his prolonged controversy with Amos Perlmutter over the existence of a new middle class in Egypt capable of constructive innovation (X:l, 11:1, 12:1) by stating that all societies today face chaos. The crucial question, which the controversy has sharpened, is, 'Where and under what conditions do innovators form a new class of men?' Still another clash has concerned interpretation of the opposite situation, one in which innovators have been conspicuously absent. Edward Banfield ably defends his now celebrated thesis rooting the cause of rural stagnation in southern Italy in 'amoral familism', at least in the community which he studied, while at the same time inviting fresh criticism on historical grounds (12:3: 327-59) . This is in the true spirit of CSSH. Perhaps there has always been some tradition of amoral familism: the question is how, and in what circumstances, it is modified or transcended. Sydel F. Silverman's paper in the same issue offers some historical background for central Italy, and our already long series on different aspects of peasant societies (identified by subject in the cumulative index to our first ten volumes published in 11: 4) will be extended.
Two other papers, Frederick C. Gamst's and Paul Wheatley's, plunge more deeply into history to deal with the limited role of urbanization in Ethiopia as against its prominent role in Yoruba. Both revive some of the theoretical issues dealt with so critically by the late Francisco Benet (VI :1: 1-23). Gamst takes an opposite view to that developed by myself and by John Freedman in regard to the creative civilizational role of cities (IV: 53-64 and 86-103), stressing the independence of the early Ethiopian state from city centers. The point turns partly, however, on his emphasis on the small size of Ethiopian settlements in the region he has studied. They were in the same range as Western European cities and towns between the ninth century and the twelfth, and the rural situation as he describes it was very similar.
Space does not allow for adequate comment on other historical contributions-Dorothy C. Wertz's on the fleeting appearance of Mankind as a Type- Figure CSSH maintains its policy of keeping up a dialogue between historians, literary scholars, and social scientists without identifying the particular discipline to which any particular contributor officially belongs. The proportion of historians among our writers remains consistently at about a third of the total number of contributors in any given year. The collaboration remains a happy one.
